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unorthodox marriages, I take something that stands, as it were, midway between the Brahtnanical or orthodox ceremonies, and those which are almost if not entirely foreign to them. As representing those that stand midway between the two we may take the Mala weddings as fairly representative.
The name Mala is a Telugu one for Pariahs. The Malas of the Telugu country do not appear to be so low in the scale of actual society as the Pariahs of the more southern parts of India, and they form a large percentage of the people. It is true, they are outcastes who cannot, strictly speaking, take a place in the caste system at all; but they worship, after their own fashion, Hindu deities, and seem to adopt Hindu prejudices, more and more, as they rise in the world through that industry for which they are noted. Most of this class are connected with agriculture, either as farm labourers or small farmers. Many of them, especially in the irrigated section of the country, own fairly large farms and are tolerably well off. It will be seen in the following details of their marriage rites and ceremonies, how many things there are which are evidently in imitation of the true Brahmanical rites, and also wherein they essentially differ.
When a marriage has been agreed upon amongst the Malas, the father of the youth, accompanied by several of the head men of the village, proceeds to the maiden's abode. This may be in the same hamlet, or in one at some greater or less distance. A consultation is then held between the friends of both parties as to the value of mutual presents, and, if all is agreed upon, the youth's father produces a rupee, to which the maiden's father adds half a rupee. This money is at once expended in drinks for the friends at a neighbouring drinking-shop, after which a feast is given by the bride's people. At this time the girl's people fix upon a day when they will visit the young man's